Epstein-Barr virus-associated gastric cancer in a patient with dermatomyositis.
A 59-year-old man was admitted presenting systemic rash and muscle weakness. He was diagnosed to have dermatomyositis and a check was made for internal malignancy. Gastrointestinal endoscopy revealed a Borrmann type II tumor on the middle body of the stomach. Biopsy specimens showed a well differentiated adenocarcinoma, and total gastrectomy was performed. The final diagnosis was moderately differentiated adenocarcinoma invading into the proper muscular layer, with metastases to regional lymph nodes. Most of the neoplastic cells were shown to be positive for Epstein-Barr virus by means of EBV-encoded RNA in situ hybridization. The symptoms of dermatomyositis disappeared completely after surgery.